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Tuesday,  October  23,  1979  A  Medical  Society  Publication  §7 
ELECTIVES 

As  a  student  member  of  the  Undergraduate  Medical  Curriculum  Committee 
I  would  like  to  clarify  the  issue  of  "elective  time'1  which  was  raised  in 
the  October  2  issue  of  the  Auricle,  The  Correnittee  met  with  Dr.  Llewellyn- 
Thomas  to  discuss  the  electives  and  selectives  programme.  The  committee 
strongly  supported  the  elective  and  selective  rotations  in  the  clerkship 
as  it  was  felt  that  they  provided  a  valuable  education  experience.  The 
coumittee  also  supported  the  continuation  of  elective  time  in  first  year 
as  it  was  felt  that  it  had  great  value  to  students  even  when  used  for 
purposes  other  than  formal  electives  as  many  students  find  the  transition 
to  medicine  difficult  and  the  elective  time  is  used  to  good  advantage  for 
studying  and  strengthening  areas  of  weakness.  With  respect  to  the  second 
and  third  rears,  no  decision  was  made  to  cancel  elective  time  and  in  fact, 
the  elective  programme  was  supported.  It  was  felt  that  the  elective  pro¬ 
gramme  was  a  progranme  on  a  par  with  other  segments  of  the  Curriculum  and 
thus  subject  to  review  as  to  the  utilization  of  time  as  with  any  other 
course  or  prograitme  in  the  second  and  third  years,  e.g.  pathology,  car¬ 
diology,  and  endocrinology.  For  this  reason,  we  encourage  all  students 
doing  electives  (from  the  catalogue  or  self-initiated)  to  submit  an  el¬ 
ectives  form  so  that  data  on  the  use  of  elective  time  will  be  available. 

If  you  have  any  questions  as  to  whether  an  activity  can  be  classified  as 
an  elective  please  consult-' Dr.  Llewellyn-Thomas  or  his  secretary. 

Susan  Abbey  8T1. 

ARTS  AND  LETTERS  ITALIAN  NIGHT: 

The  date  of  this  event  has  been  changed  from  Oct.  30  to  Nov.  6. 


Simon  Iu  6T2. 
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TO  THE  CLASS  OF  8T3: 

So  you  just  finished  your  practice  practical,  eh?  Didn't  do 
so  hot,  did  you?  Do  you  feel  that  everyone  except  you  seems  to 
be  rhyming  off  origins  and  insertions  like  a  computer  printout? 

Do  you  feel  that  you've  already  reached  the  bottom  of  the  medical 
students'  bell  curve? 

Well,  don't  dismay.  We  went  through  it  too!  You  won't  fail. 

So  don't,  we  repeat,  don't  quit!  With  a  little  honest  effort  and  a 
little  organization,  everyone  in  your  class  should  get  through. 

And  remember,  try  to  take  a  little  time  to  enjoy  yourself  occasion¬ 
ally.  All  work  and  no  play  might  be  carcinogenic. 

Class  of  8T2. 


ON  LIBERAL  THOUGHT: 

I  would  like  to  recount  an  interesting  hiatus  in  my  otherwise 
somewhat  dull  struggle  as  a  liberal  thinker.  I  was  in  the  front  one- 
third  of  the  express  line  at  a  certain  supermarket  last  week  with  a 
cart  full  of  1  book,  1  medical  bag  and  4  jars  of  strained  prunes. 
Being  of  the  usual  medical  student  constitution,  the  prunes  were 
obviously  not  for  me.  For  the  sake  of  completeness,  and  at  the  risk 
of  weakening  my  case  by  merely  having  noticed,  a  female  was  in  front 
of  me  and  one  was  behind  me.  I  believe,  however,  that  all  genders 
were  uniformly  and  randomly  represented  in  the  line,  regardless  of 
sexual  orientation,  etc. 

At  this  point,  I  was  approached  by  a  woman  who  asked  if  I  wouldn’t 
mind  her  going  ahead  of  me  as  she  had  only  one  item— a  piece  of 
smoked  fish  of  about  three  pounds  weight.  Before  I  could  reply,  she 
stepped  in  front  of  me.  While  considering  my  position  I  told  her 
that  I  thought  I  did  mind.  She  gave  me  a  look  of  surprise  and 
challenged  me  as  to  why.  She  was  neither  aged  (approx.  32)  nor 
infirm  (approx.  5'2",  125-135  lbs.,  in  no  acute  or  chronic  distress). 
I  then  calmly  pointed  out  that  I  failed  to  see  any  difference  in 
our  cases.  My  4  jars  surely  should  take  no  more  time  to  ring  through 
than  her  fish,  although  I  admitted  she  probably  had  me  in  terns  of 
net  profit  to  the  supermarket.  She  then  said,  rather  heatedly,  that 
it  was  because  I  should  be  a  nice  guy.  I  smiled.  Perhaps  she  did 
have  a  point  but  would  I  not  be  doing  it  just  because  she  was  a 
nice  gal?  (I  resist  expanding  on  this).  Before  my  answer  could  be 
given  (which  probably  still  would  have  been  no)  she  began  blessing 
me  with  all  manner  of  titles.  She  called  me  a  pr**k  and  many  others 
of  equal  status,  but  by  G*d  she  didn't  call  me  a  ch*******t.  With 
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,>*  this  I  turned  to  the  girl  behind  me,  who  shrugged,  and  then  I  began 
to  put  iTiy  prunes  forward  to  be  counted. 

After  some  soul  searching  I’ve  decided  on  this  moral.  It  is 
impossible  to  avoid  being  one  dirty  name  without  being  another. 

David  York  8T1. 

NORTHERN  INCENTIVES  PROGRAMME: 

The  Ontario  Government  has  made  some  recent  changes  in  its  Nor¬ 
thern  Ontario  Incentives  Programme— chiefly  by  increasing  (can  you 
believe  it?)  the  sums.  Students  in  their  third  and  fourth  medical 
years  can  get  $5, 000/year  as  a  grant  provided  that  they  agree  to 
work  in  an  underserviced  area  (your  choice  from  their  list)  for  one 
year  for  every  year  of  grant. 

At  this  time,  you  work  for  yourself— bi 1 ling  OHIP,  and  are  no  more 
a  civil  servant  than  your  colleagues.  At  the  time  you  start  prac¬ 
tice,  you  are  eligible  to  receive  $10,000  tax-free/year  for  the 
first  four  years  as  a  bonus,  or,  $38,000/year  guaranteed  net  income 
(if  you  can’t  make  $38,000,  they  will  pay  the  difference). 

For  people  who  want  to  try  Family  Practice  in  an  area  where  they 
are  needed,  the  programme  is  a  [.retty  good  deal. 

David  Ross  8T1 

Editors*  Note :  As  part  of  their  recruitment  prograirme,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  is  holding  a  Wine  and  Cheese  Party  in  the  Rosetti  Room 
at  the  Chelsea  Inn  on  Friday,  October  26,  from  3:00  to  10:00  p.m. 
All  medical  students  are  invited  to  come  out  and  talk  to  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Northern  communities  participating  in  the  pro- 
granrne. 


HALLOWE'EN  COSTUME  BASH: 

After  the  Wine  and  Cheese  Party  (Oct.  26),  come  over  to  tne  Campus 
Lobby  and  watch  your  friends  turn  into  pumpkins  at  the  8T1  and  8T2 
HALLOWE'EN  COSTUME  BASH.  Grand  Prize  for  the  best  costume.  8T3 
and  the  clerks  can  try  coming  as  humans. 

David  Ross  8T1. 

Notice:  The  squash  ladder  has  been  stolen.  All  those  still  interested  in 
play!'  -  for  the  interfaculty  squash  team  please  drop  your  name  and  rank 
(college  A,B,C,D  )  in  the  Auricle  Box  by  friday. 

Mike  Kates  8T1,  Pat  Gallagher  8T2 


BLOOD  DONOR  CLINIC: 


The  Fall  Red  Cross  University  of  Toronto  81ood  Donor  Clinic  takes 
place  in  the  week  of  Oct.  29  to  Nov.  2.  The  U.  of  T.  Clinic  is  imp¬ 
ortant  because  in  one  week  we  supply  about  half  of  the  4000  units 
required  every  week.  Medical  students  should  know  the  importance  of 
giving  blood.  A  simple  operation  requires  about  6  units  of  blood;  a 
single  heart  operation  requires  about  40  units;  a  severely  traumatized 
accident  victim  may  use  90  units  of  blood  in  two  days.  Obviously, 
your  blood  is  ver7  necessary! 

Who  can  give  blood?  Any  healthy  person  can  give  blood  except  people 
who  have  had  certain  diseases  (e.g.  hepatitis)  or  are  currently  on 
medication.  Note:  Females  on  birth  control  can  give  blood. 

There  are  two  competitions  involving  medical  students  as  blood 
donors.  There  is  an  interfaculty  competition  based  on  the  percen¬ 
tage  of  students  per  faculty  for  the  Manufacturers  Life  Trophy. 

Last  year,  we  lost  to  Dentistry  by  0.5%  with  a  25%  turnout.  The 
year  before  was  the  same  but  for  years  before  that  we  won  the  parti¬ 
cipation  trophy.  With  a  high  turnout  this  year,  we  should  be  able  to 
snatch  the  trophy  back  from  the  drillers  who  are  as  keen  as  ever  to 
show  that  meds  students  are  inferior  to  them. 

The  other  competition  is  between  the  first  year  anatomy  labs.  The 
prize  has  traditionally  been  won  by  Dr.  McCuaig's  lab  but  this  year 
Dr.  Wiley's  lab  is  organizing  an  attempt. 

Anyone  wishing  to  do  volunteer  work  for  a  morning  or  an  afternoon 
can  contact  Doug  Crawford  at  961-5415.  , 

Clinic  hours:  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.  and  Fri.,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Thurs.  Nov.  1,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

GENERAL  PRACTICE  PANEL: 

The  University  of  Toronto  Medical  Alumni  are  holding  a  panel  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  various  accessory  branches  of  General  Practice  in¬ 
volving  a  rural  family  physician,  a  full  time  emergency  physician, 
an  industrial  physician  and  a  life  insurance  physician. 

The  session  will  be  held  Monday,  October  29,  1979  in  Room  3171  of 
the  Medical  Sciences  Building  from  6:30  -  9:00  p.m.  All  medical 
students  are  invited.  Refreshments  will  be  served. 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  MEETING: 

The  next  Medical  Society  Meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  October 
30,  at  6:30  p.m. 


